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 “Whoever heeds instruction is on the 

path to life, but he who rejects reproof 

leads others astray.” - Proverbs 10:17 

News flash.  Nobody’s perfect. Perhaps you 

have seen the commercial proclaiming this 

truth. This is a truth that few, if any, would 

argue about. And while the vast majority of 

people are willing to accept this truth, most 

will not accept the implications of this truth. 

You see, if people (and that includes you) 

aren’t perfect, that means there are times 

you need to be corrected and straightened 

out. Think of tracing a line along a ruler. If 

you angle is off, even just a little bit at the 

beginning, your end result will be far from 

what it should be. If it’s not perfect, it’s 

better to correct it early. And this is how we 

should think of instruction and reproof. Yet, 

think of your first inclination when 

somebody criticizes something you have 

said or done. If you are like most people, 

you get defensive and lash out. It is the easy 

thing for us to do. However, the Lord calls 

us to a humility which not only 

acknowledges that we aren’t perfect, but 

also accepts the implication that there are 

times when we need to be corrected. God 

help us to receive this wisdom. 

 

 

“The one who conceals hatred has lying 

lips, and whoever utters slander is a fool.” 

- Proverbs 10:18 

At first glance it might seem that this 

proverb is speaking to somebody else.  After 

all, you don’t have a problem with hatred.  

Right?  And then you remember Jesus’ 

words that uncovers the problem of all 

mankind since the fall, “For from within, out 

of the heart of man, come evil thoughts, 

sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 

coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, 

envy, slander, pride, foolishness.  All these 

evil things come from within, and they 

defile a person.” (Mark 7:21-23).  Now, 

hatred didn’t make Jesus’ list.  But evil 

thoughts did.  And I don’t think Jesus’ list is 

meant to be exhaustive.  Look, the fact of 

the matter is that we all have a problem with 

hatred.  We all fail to love others as we 

ought.  So the question is, “What am I to do 

with my hatred?”  If I claim that hatred is 

never a problem for me, the proverb declares 

that I have lying lips.  And yet, if I use my 

hatred to slander another, I become a fool.  

What can I do with my hatred?  Well, there 

is a third way to go.  You can confess and 

repent of it.  And when you do, Jesus will do 

with your hatred what He does with all of 

your sin.  He will wash it clean in His blood.  

God help us to receive this wisdom.   

 “When words are many, transgression is 

not lacking, but whoever restrains his lips 

is prudent.” - Proverbs 10:19 

 

When we feel that we are right, words seem 

to flow like a river out of our mouth.  No 

amount of opposition can form a worthy 

dam against their current.  We forget 

sometimes that in unleashing that deluge of 

words, we have not really stopped to think 

about each word that comes out of our 

mouths.  Our words should be well thought 

out in order than we do not pollute pure 

waters with trash.  Silence indeed can be 

golden.  How often we desire to speak a 

needed truth and then look back and say, 

“Well I should not have said that.”  There is 

a time to speak but this proverb reminds us 

that there is also a time to not speak.  

Particularly when our emotions are very 

heightened, we need to be careful with our 

words.  Being slow to speak is sometimes 

viewed as a weakness in our world that 

seems to almost always reward the bold to 

speak quickly.  But our Lord calls it prudent.  

One dictionary defines prudent as “acting 

with or showing care.”  Restraint shown 

with our words can be a very real way that 

we love our neighbors as ourselves.  Even 

our Lord himself as He was led to the 

slaughter opened not His mouth.  Such 

silence brought us salvation. God help us to 

receive this wisdom. 
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