
 “The way of the Lord is a stronghold to
the blameless, but destruction to

evildoers.”  Proverbs 10:29

The way of the Lord is the best way.  This is
true of all of God’s commands.  This is true 
when it comes to the rules that govern the 
household.  All is well when love and care 
for wives, when wives love and respect their
husbands, when parents teach their children 
the Lord’s way, and when children honor 
and obey their parents.  These are the Lord’s
ways.  And these are best.  This doesn’t 
mean we always walk in these ways.  
Husbands and wives sometimes put 
themselves before their spouse.  Parents 
don’t always teach their children the Lord’s 
Word and ways.  And children don’t always 
honor their parents.  Which is why we must 
remember what Jesus said, “I am the way, 
and the truth, and the life, no one comes to 
the Father except through me.” (John 14:6).  
He is the stronghold of all who believe in 
Him.  In Him, we find forgiveness. Those 
however who do not find their way to the 
Lord through Jesus find only destruction. 
God’s law simply condemns them.  As we 
say in the Creeds, Jesus Himself will come 
again to judge the living and the dead.  This 
is what we mean when we say that Jesus is 
the only way to salvation.  God help us to 
receive this wisdom.    

“The righteous will never be removed,
but the wicked will not dwell in the land.”

Proverbs 10:30

When King Solomon wrote these words, the 
people of Israel were confident in the first part
of the proverb.  In fact, they were over 
confident.  Many in Israel believed that 
because they were the chosen people  of the 
Lord’s covenant, there was nothing that 
would be able to remove them from the land 
of Israel, not even sin and rebellion.  And so, 
they let sin rule among them.  Their 
wickedness and the Lord’s judgment proved 
the second part of the proverb true when God 
used the Assyrians and Babylonians to 
remove the Israelites from the Promised Land.
So also, the Lord promises us that we will not 
be removed from Him.  He made this promise
when He connected us to Christ in Baptism.  
Our calling is sure and certain.  Death and the 
devil will never remove us from our God.  Sin
won’t either.  God forgives sin.  He covers it 
in the blood of our Savior.  Unrepentant sin is 
a different story.  This is what would cause us
to suffer the same consequences the Israelites 
faced.  This is why God’s Word calls us time 
and again to repent and believe in the Gospel. 
As long as we don’t willfully choose sin and 
reject the Spirit, we will never be removed 
from our God.  God help us to receive this 
wisdom.  

“The lips of the righteous know what is
acceptable, but the mouth of the wicked,

what is perverse.”  Proverbs 10:32 

It all flows out of the source.  So God’s 
Word teaches us about our lips and our 
mouths.  Whatever comes out of them flows 
from something else deeper inside of us.  
This was a truth that the Pharisees didn’t 
recognize.  They believed their hearts were 
clean, as long as they could keep their 
mouths and the outside of themselves clean. 
But, Jesus called these people whitewashed 
tombs.  And this proverb teaches us that the 
flow moves in the other direction.  Precisely 
because of this, it is so hard for us to control 
our tongues.  As God’s Word says in James 
James 3:5, “ So also the tongue is a small 
member, yet it boasts of great things. How 
great a forest is set ablaze by such a small 
fire!” And so we make it our aim to have 
only acceptable things come from our lips:  
the honor of the Lord and that which is true. 
Whenever these things aren’t the things that 
fill our mouths, we should turn and repent.  
Not only for our dirty mouth, but also for 
our wicked hearts.  The Lord then makes us 
righteous through forgiveness and enables 
our lips to sing His praise.  God help us to 
receive this wisdom.    
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